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“What are the limits of cultural and social pluralism for the 
operational integration and symbolic coherence of liberal 

democratic societies? Is such an integration and coherence 
necessary, is it desirable, and is it, finally, possible to 

achieve? These are the larger issues that lend significance 
to the proliferation of deviant populations and their 
organized activities to claim legitimation.” J Kitsuse  

Deviance as Rebellion;  
Rebellion as Deviance 



Previously on Social Control… 

Idea In other words 

Deviance normal… So always present 

…but not constant or universal Need research on who, when, why 

…culture of lack… Don’t learn to be social 

…they want what we have… Merton’s strain 

…deviance as pain avoidance… Victims who fight back 

Deviance functional… Unite v. scapegoats, canary in coal mine, innovation 

What if we take these ideas (and the “deviants”) seriously? 



And now… 

• Combine Coser and Merton on innovation, 
retreat, and rebellion… 

• …with Agnew’s observation about pain 
avoidance… 

• …to look at deviance as affirmative social act 



Innovators, Retreaters, and Rebels 

from the Wikimedia Commons http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mertons_social_strain_theory.svg 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page�


Lecture Trajectory 

1. How to take functions of deviance seriously …without 
giving up on social order 

2. Lessons learned from delinquent kids 

3. When deviants fight back 

4. Comedy as functional deviance 

5. Deviance, Social Control, and Occupying Wall Street 

6. Debate: How much pluralism can society handle and 
still be a society? 



Willis Learning to Labour 

 



Katz “Ways of the Badass” 
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Badass as the Ultimate Sociologist 
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Who are these people? 

 



Kitsuse “Coming Out All Over” 
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Lafer “Why Occupy Has Left Washington Behind” 

• “What makes OWS different …that this protest is not, at its 
core, voicing an appeal to lawmakers.” 

• OWS is clearly inspired by Tahrir Square. …Egyptians 
succeeded … not because they occupied the square but 
because their occupation exerted direct pressure on the 
country’s most powerful business interests. 

• …something similar—nonviolent action that directly 
challenges the economic elite—is required here …. 

• …there is a precedent. Before there were civil rights laws, 
people broke the back of Jim Crow by picketing, boycotting, 
getting beaten and arrested by the tens of thousands, in 
direct action against the most powerful forces of their 
society.” 
 



Bruce “So Who’s Deviant?” 
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Room for Debate 

“What are the limits of cultural and social 
pluralism for the operational integration and 
symbolic coherence of liberal democratic 
societies? Is such an integration and coherence 
necessary, is it desirable, and is it, finally, 
possible to achieve? These are the larger issues 
that lend significance to the proliferation of 
deviant populations and their organized 
activities to claim legitimation.” J Kitsuse  
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